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C. Neil Parsons graduated from Interlochen Arts Academy and received his Bachelor’s
degree from Oberlin Conservatory of Music, where he studied bass trombone with Ray
Premru. While at Oberlin, he combined his interests in music, dance and teaching by
designing an individual major: Interdisciplinary Performance and Education. He then
continued his studies with trombonist Tony Baker and at the Ohio University School of
Dance. A diverse performer, Neil’s performance credits include roles in professional
theatre productions, choreographing and performing numerous pieces, and playing
music with a variety of ensembles including a disco orchestra.
As a collaborative performance artist, Neil has made a specialty of choreographing and
directing musicians in interdisciplinary works. Collaborators include The Fourth Wall,
violinist Andrew McCann, percussionist Paul Fadoul, oboist Meaghan Heinrich, as well as
numerous projects with Asterisk and flutist Zara Lawler.
Neil lives in Bloomington, Indiana, where he has been involved with several productions
at the Bloomington Playwrights Project. In 2009 Neil directed a staged reading of
"Candide Does America," a new play by Donald C. Drake. In addition to directing all
theatrical elements of this production, he served as Music Director, arranging an
overture and incidental music to be performed on Civil War‐era "Over the shoulder"
brass instruments. The music was performed by Neil and his colleagues in the JET
Quintet. In 2010 Neil was the Assistant Director and Choreographer for Jason Robert
Brown's musical '13.' Written for and performed entirely by teens, the production of the
BPP's Youth Musical Theatre Ensemble was the Indiana premiere of this new musical.
Prior to relocating to Bloomington, Indiana, Neil spent nine years performing and
creating works with Tales & Scales, a not‐for‐profit touring ensemble which unites music,
dance and theater into works for children and family audiences. National touring took
him to thirty‐six states, performing over 1,500 shows and leading participatory
workshops at schools, theatres, festivals, libraries, book stores, and performing arts
centers. Performances also included guest appearances with symphony orchestras
including the Atlanta Symphony, Boston Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, Dallas
Symphony, Indianapolis Symphony, Louisville Orchestra, Milwaukee Symphony, and the
Oregon Symphony.
Neil is currently a member of The Fourth Wall, Windfall Dancers, the Bloomington
Symphony Orchestra, the JET Quintet, and Asterisk.
Neil is also a Nationally Certified Massage Therapist, Certified ART Provider, and YogaFit
yoga instructor.
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