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ZARA LAWLER 
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feet 
 

Flute on its Feet is a virtuoso tour de force that includes classics 
of the flute repertoire by Debussy and Edgard Varese, new works 
by Americans Lowell Liebermann and Edie Hill, and two pieces 
choreographed for Lawler by innovative choreographer C. Neil 
Parsons. Zara Lawler plays the flute while dancing, and weaves 
story and poetry directly into the music, creating a new genre of 
performance that defies definition, yet never fails to engage and 
delight her audiences. Dance and story create new entry points 
into the music for the uninitiated; for the experienced concertgoer, 
they illuminate the music in a profound and moving way. At once 
ground breaking and inviting to new audiences, Lawler offers a new 
performance standard for the 21st century.

The Flute on its Feet is a virtuoso tour de force that includes classics
of the flute repertoire (including Debussy’s evocative Syrinx 
and Edgard Varese’s epoch-making Density 21.5), new work by 
Americans Lowell Liebermann and Edie Hill, and two pieces choreo-
graphed for Lawler by innovative choreographer C. Neil Parsons.

SELECTED VENUES PERFORMED:

The Guggenheim Museum, New York, NY
Merkin Concert Hall, New York, NY 
University of Evansville, Evansville, IN
National Flute Association Annual Convention, NYC, 2009 
 and Anaheim, 2010
Doudna Recital Hall, Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL
Wisconsin Flute Festival, Lawrence University, Appleton, WI
Jacobs School of Music, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN
Arts Triangle, Texas Woman’s University, Denton, TX
Merrill Ellis Intermedia Theater, University of North Texas, Denton, TX

Flutist Zara Lawler has been a soloist with the Houston and Atlanta 
Symphonies, and was the assistant principal flute of the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic Orchestra for three years. Her work has expanded 
to include dance, theater and storytelling elements, with the 
innovative chamber groups Asterisk and Full Fathom, with the 
national touring ensemble Tales & Scales (where she performed 
over 200 shows a year, combining music, theater and dance, for 
children and family audiences), and in several collaborations with 
choreographer C. Neil Parsons. Lawler is a graduate of the  
Juilliard School.
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“Lawler was an engaging, fluent, 
 mellifluous soloist.”
 The Houston Chronicle

“fascinating and engaging”
 Steve Smith, The New York Times

WWW.ZARALAWLER.COM

ZARA@ZARALAWLER.COM

812.604.5363



 

FLUTE AND PERCUSSION DUO
WITH PAUL J. FADOUL, MARIMBA
AND ZARA LAWLER, FLUTE

“A great treat!”
 Classical WETA, Washington, DC

“Fadoul deftly handled the keyboard 
part of a Bach flute sonata, a feat 
comparable to playing the piano 
using only the thumb and pinky 
of each hand. Lawler’s flawless 
playing, particularly her colors, 
sound effects and snappy rhythms 
in two Astor Piazzolla tangos, was 
the high point of the evening.”

 Robert Battey, The Washington Post

Their style has been described as a unique blend of classical 
virtuosity, lively commentary and theatrical flair… with a small dose 
of indie rock sensibility. Both members of this Duo have deep roots 
in classical music – they were trained at Julliard and the Yale School 
of Music, respectively. But they also both have extensive theater 
backgrounds, a love of performance and an ability to create an 
atmosphere that is lively, engaging and truly interactive.

Lawler & Fadoul have recently recorded their debut CD, Prelude 
Cocktail, and will be touring with that program in 2013-14. An 
intoxicating mix of new and newly arranged music for flute and 
marimba, including two world premieres and favorites drawn 
from nearly four centuries of prelude repertoire, Prelude Cocktail 
includes works by Debussy, Gershwin, Bach, Chopin, Shostakovich 
and Scriabin. They have performed this program at a range of 
venues already, from Chamber Music America’s Annual Conference 
and The Kennedy Center’s main concert hall to art galleries, 
community centers and schools.

They also work as an in-school ensemble for the National 
Symphony Orchestra, teaching elementary-age students about 
classical music through interactive performances. These shows 
are dynamic and playful, but also instructive. The companion 
children’s show to Prelude Cocktail, “Can you hear me now?” is an 
exploration of preludes and fugues geared to grades 4, 5 and 6.

ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS  
AND YOUTH INCLUDE:

TANGO SANDWICH:  Beginning and ending with a tango, this 
dance-inspired program delights audiences of all backgrounds. 
Other dance forms included are the waltz, minuet and habanera. 
A solo work for each player rounds out the program. Available for 
children (in two age-appropriate versions for grades K-2 and 3-5) as 
“Let’s Dance!”

FREE-FOR-ALL CONCERTS:  This new format 
encourages listeners to take in the music in 
any way they like…lying down on the floor, 
getting up and dancing, wandering around 
the marimba, or even looking over the 
musicians’ shoulders.

WWW.LAWLERANDFADOUL.COM

ZARA@ZARALAWLER.COM

812.604.5363
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